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Homorabls Carl Vinson, Chairman
Houss Armed Services Committas
House of Representatives
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. Vinson:

Having in mind the convening of the 86th Congrass in the
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nsar future, | wonld like to bring to your attention several thoughts |

concerning Agency appearasces bufore the CIA Subcommittee of the
House Armed Servicas Committes. As in the past, ] shall coatinue

to make myself available to respond te the wishes of the Chairman
and the Subcommittes membars.

Very early in the cbming session, possibly in January, I

would like to appsar before the Subcommittes to present a briefing

which will deal in considerable detail with the Agency's activities,
opsrations, and some of its accomplishments. It is expected that

this briefing would last o more than two heurs. [ suggest that we
be psrmitted to conduct this dbriefing reserving questions uatil its

complatisn, at whichk time I and other members of my staff would

be glad to respond to quastions.

At the snd of this pr-untttien ar at another meeting, 1

- would bs glad to furnish an intelligence briefing coacerning recent

events and a general status report. Howaever, it is my belief that
a briefing on the Agency itself is highly desirable to snable the
Subtemirities mambers more effectivaly to judge the progress

of the Agency. The scope and content of such & briefing have been
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dlscussed with Mr. Sebart ®. smart, (hief Ceunsel, House Armed
services Conupittes [itaff. lIa the mmeantime, if there {6 any way the
Agency can be of assistance to the Lubcommitiee, please let us know.

Sincerely,

[y
% V. Dolles

Tirector

OGC/ L.C:JSW:mks:jeb:mks (19 December 1958)

cc: DCI
DDAl
ER
Legislative Counsel
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19 December 1958

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence

SUBJECT: . ~ Actions to be Taken with Representative
: Carl Vinson

1. This memorandum suggests action an the part of the Director
of Cantral Intelligence. Such requested action ie contained in paragraphs
2 and 3.

2. Attached is a proposed letter for your signature to Representative
Vinson. The letter requests the opportunity for the Agency to presenta
briefing on its activities and operations early in the coming sesaion. ilso
attached is a Memorandum for the Record of my conversation with AMr,
Robert ¥. Smart, Chief Counsel of the House Armed Services Committee
staff in which the subject of this briefing was discussed in some detail,

. The fact of this discussion is noted in the proposed letter. In addition,
the memorandumn records the discussions relating to officlally noting the
establishment of the Subcommittee and the fact of iss meetings.

3. 1bave also attached for your use a list of the matters which you
may wish to discuss with Mr. Vinson when you meet with him., Mr. Vinson
is curreatly in town and will remain here until Congress convenes with the
possible excoption of the Christmas holidays. 1 suggest that if poesible it
would be desirable to see him prior to the Christmas holidays.

Atts. 3 : - JOHN S, WAKNER

Distribution: Legislative Counsel
C - DCI
1 - DDCI
1-ER

1 - Leg. C. Subject
1 - Leg. C. Chrono

OGC/LC:JSW:mks
CIA_INT SE OMLY
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16 December 1958

MEMOBANOUM FOR THE RECORD

 SUBJECT: Discussion with Robert Smazt, House Arwmad 8::vli:u

 Committse Staff

I. Lagislative Counsel dinmnd with ur. Rebert Smart,
Houss Armed Services Cemmittes staif, all of the points included
in the attached listing of suggested masters for the discussion by
the DCI with Mr. Viasen which list has been furaished to the DCL
as an aid. In genersl Mr. Smart scamed to be semewhat reluctant
in the areas of entablishing formally the Subcommittes and in
recording officially the fact of mestings and any subssquent reports.

2. As te the question of & substantive brisfiag en Agency ,
activities, he thought the Dirsctor in his discussions with Mr. Viasea
should xnake it very clear as to what the differeace wouid be betwoen
this type of brisfing and previous briefings by the Agency so as to aveid
any pessibility that the Chairmas or other members might feal that
since we ars askiag for the spportunity of this type of brisfing, what
have ws hald back in the past. ’

3. Mr. Smart did act give any suggesticns sn the periedic
briefing question. However, he did suggest that the Agsncy might wish
ts consider an sccasional intelligence briefing whers the Agency iorssaw
ths possibility of seme coming aveat. He readily recognized the possidle
difficulties in this type of thing but marely offered it as a suggestion,

4. Ialse menaticned to Mr. Smazt that the DCI was planning te

fexwaxd a lettex to Myr. Viason requesting the spportunity of brisfing

the Subcommittes on Agency activities. Mr. Smart suggesied that &
time in Jaanary weuld be most appropriats hefore the Cemmitise
became involved in sthex maitears.

Att, - _

. JOHN S. WARNER

e¢: DCI : Legislative Counsel
DDCI I |
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Iterns to be Discussed with Representative Carl Vineon

For assistance in your discussion with Mr. Vinson, | bave
attempted to liet in surnmary form the various points which should
be discussed. These are not necessarily listed in the order of
priority.

1. The request by Mr. Cannon that the Appropriations Sub-
committee be briefed on & continuing basis. You will recall that
Mr. Cannon's reguest has not been answered and various methods
have been considered. It was generally agreed that it would probably
be undesirable to circulate the weekly bulletin or other types of
intelligence reports. However, it was suggested that you could make
an initial presentation at the early part of the session concerning world
~ affairs and offer to provide periodic briefings at the pleasure of the
Cubcommittes. It was also suggested that Mr. Cannon designate
~ scmeone on the staff who could be briefed periodically as the Agency
saw {it or as otherwise determined to be appropriate.

: 2. Discussions with other Houss leaders. You will also wish
to discuss with Afr. Vinson the desirability of a joint meeting to include
Mr. Vinaon, Mr. Rayburn, Mr. Cannon and Mr. Morgan to discuss the
forthcoming session and the reguests of the various committees for
briefings. You may also wish to raise the possibility of measures being
introduced in the House for a '"Watch Dog™ Committee.

3. The matter of a substantive briefing of the House CIA Sub-
committee of Armed Services. It is believed appropriate that you might
mention to Mr. Vinson that you are desirous of briefing the Subcommittee
on Agency operations, activities and accomplishments and that in this
connection we would propose that the Subcommittee allow us sufficient
time shortly after the beginning of Congress to put on our prepared
presentation on this subject. Somewhat related to the above is the
question of what actions should be taken by the Armed Services Sub-
committee. The first point would be the question of a formal announcement
of the appointment of the ClA Subcommittee. Secondly, I believe it
appropriate to ask Mr. Vinson to consider the question of a brief report
by the Subcommittes of the fact of briefings by CIA to the full Committee.
Thirdly, you may wish to raise the question with Mr, Vinson of the
desirability of an appropriste and secure report by the House Armed
Services to the whole of the House,

L

1
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Items te be Discussed with xcgumtin Cgrl Vinsen

Forx nnimacc in your ducuﬂn with Mr. Viason, I have
attempted te list in summary ferm the various points which should
be discusssd. Thess are not necessarily listed in the order of

‘prhrity.

1. The requast by Mr. Cannon that the Appropriations Sub-
committes be briefed om & continuing basis. You will recall that
Mr. Cannon's request has not been answared and various methods
have been ceasidered. It was gensrally agreed that it wonld probably
~ be undssirable to circulate the weskly bulletin or other types of
- intelligence reports. Hewever, it was suggested that you could make
~ an inftial presentation at the early part of the ssasion concerning world
affairs and ofier to provide periedic brieiings at the pleasure of the
/ Subcommittes. It was slsc suggestad that Mr. Cannen desigaate
' somsoae on the staff whe ceuld be briefed pariodically as the Agucy
- saw {it or an otherwise determined to be appropriste.

_ 2. Discussions with other House lsaders. You will also wish te
" discuss with Mr. Vinsen the desirability of a joint meeting to include
Messrs. Vinsen, Areads, Rayburn, Martin, Cannon, Taber, Morgan
~and Chiperfield to discuss the forthceming session and the requests of
the varions commitiees for briefings. Tou may alsc wish to zaise the
possibility of measures baing introduced in the Houss for a *Watch Dog"
Committes,

3. Ths matter of & substantivs briefing of the House CIA Sub-
committes of Armed Services. It is balievad spprepriate that you might
maention to Mr. Vinson that you are desirous of briefing the Subcommittee

on Ageacy operations, activities and accemplishments and that in thie
connsction we would propose that the Subcommitteae allow us sufficient
time shortly after the begianing of Congress to put on our prepared
presentation on this subject. Somewhat related to the abeve is the
question of what actions should ba taksn by the Armed Services Sub-
committse. The {irst point would be the question of & formal annsuncement
of the appeintment of the CIA Subcommittes. Secondly, 1 believe it
appropriate to ask My, Viasea to cousider ths question of official noting
by ths Subcemmitiss of the fact of appearances by CIA. Thirdly, you
may wish to raise the question with Mr. Vinson of the desirability of
an apprepriats and secure upnt by the Hcm Amml Services to the
whole of the Heuse.
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